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October 24, 2016 

Dear Skyhawk families, 

We genuinely appreciate the cooperation that you have all exercised in our joint efforts to streamline car line this year.  We 

fully understand and respect that adjusting to the new rules and protocols have not been an easy undertaking for some; however, 

the impact has been largely positive.  We have been able to consolidate more cars on campus than ever before (thereby limiting 

the traffic that remains on public roads during the car line window).  We have also worked diligently to maximize the safety 

mechanisms we have in place for our scholars.  Finally, after having conducted a number of time studies, the average time it 

takes to enter the gate and exit with your scholar is less than twenty minutes in every line.  This is a huge accomplishment and 

has been an important step in obtaining our permanent certificate of occupancy (PCO) from the City of Arlington to keep our 

Middle School building legally operating.   

However, after our most recent discussions with city officials, we are still operating off of a temporary certificate of occupancy 

(TCO) and not the PCO that we are continuing to work towards.  In order to have the City approve our PCO, we must make a 

few more changes.  These changes indisputably require your cooperation, and we hope that we can count on your support.  

Effective Monday, October 31st, the following changes will be enforced: 

1. Only scholars who live within a 3-mile radius AND who have a walk-home form on file will be allowed to walk home.  

We will have a staff member and/or police officer help to enforce this.  Additional communication will be sent out 

ONLY to those scholars’ families who have been identified as living in the immediate area.  If you do not receive 

communication by Friday, then you will know that your scholar does not qualify to walk home. 

2. Scholars who walk to and/or from the campus will need to use the Roosevelt Gate (the gate that is directly across the 

street from 1010 Collins).  Scholars who walk to/from the campus will not be permitted to enter or exit through the 

Andrews Street Gate or the Center Street Gate. 

3. There can be no vehicles parked alongside Roosevelt Street, Andrews Street, Center Street, or any other public road in 

the vicinity to drop off or pick up scholars at any time.  Families will be required to go through car line unless their 

scholar is on the list of those who live within a 3-mile radius.  A staff member and/or police officer will be helping to 

enforce this in the mornings and the afternoons.   

4. If you show up for car line before the gates open in the afternoon, you will be redirected away from the campus and 

asked to return once the gates have opened.  Gates are programmed to open 45 minutes prior to dismissal.  There are 

multiple reasons for this change, but the two main reasons are as follows: 

a. A premature car line contributes to traffic backlog in the immediate community; and 

b. In the event of an emergency, emergency responders will not be able to access the emergency site in an 

expedient fashion. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  If you have any questions about any of these changes, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me at mwayt@uplifteducation.org.   

Sincerely, 

 

Michael J. Wayt, Jr. 

Operations Director 
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